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tion? Education without a knowledge of weaving would be
comparable to the solar system without the sun. Where such
trades are being properly learnt, the students should be able to
meet the expenses of their own schools. For this scheme to suc-
ceed, the students should have physical strength, will-power and a
favourable atmosphere created by the teachers. If a weaver could
become a Kabir, why cannot other weavers become, if not
Kabirs, at any rate, Gidwanis, Kripalanis or Kalelkars? If a
cobbler could become a Shakespeare, why cannot other cobblers
become, if not great poets, at any rate, experts in the fields of
chemistry, economics and such other subjects? It is very neces-
sary to understand that, by regarding vocational training as
something that is opposed to intellectual education, we are
labouring under a great misapprehension and that thereby we
are retarding the progress of the people. The Vidyapith has
taken in hand the task of explaining this fact. In the mean time,
those who have faith in national education should help institutions
like the national school in Bombay to the best of their ability. And
if the citizens of Bombay will not provide this help, who else will?
I hope that no one will excuse himself on the ground that busi-
ness in Bombay is slack. The citizens of Bombay may be suffer-
ing from many shortcomings, but I have not yet discerned in them
that of miserliness. Hence I hope that the patriotic citizens of
Bombay will fill Acharya Gokulbhai's purse and free him from
worries.

[From Gujarati]
Naoajivan, 23-9-1928

345.   COMMUNITY FEASTS
Shri Manilal Chhatrapati writes from Jambusar to say that
on the occasion of a simant in his family, he finally gathered the
courage not to hold a feast for his own caste-members. I con-
gratulate him on it. Such courage in Congress workers should
not be regarded as a matter of surprise. There is only one thing
that is required for developing such courage: Disregard of or un-
concern at being declared outcaste. To be excommunicated
implies that one cannot attend caste-feasts, etc., and one cannot
marry one's sons or daughters within that caste. When we wish
to boycott all feasts, we should consider ourselves fortunate if we
receive no invitations at all. Moreover, if one's sons and daugh-
ters cannot be betrothed within one's caste, caste barriers can